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1 Introduction

Organization of the educational process for degree-seeking students in the specialty “Choreography”, with its
practical orientation, has its complications in the distance mode. This, especially, refers to disciplines where
the degree-seeking student needs to use special support, receive comments and recommendations from the
teacher on the technique of performing movements, complete tasks in tandem with a partner, etc. Distance
learning in Ukraine has been implemented for about twenty years, starting with the introduction of the state
policy in 2000 in the Concept of Distance Education. At present time distance learning technologies are
applied in most institutions of higher education in Ukraine (Zabolotskyi, 2016).

Technological, especially information and communication tools of supporting distance learning, are
progressing, which requires their understanding to use for educational purposes, in particular in the sphere of
higher education (Van Dinther et al, 2011; Lambrechts et al,, 2013). In the light of the introduction of
quarantine measures in all educational institutions of Ukraine (regardless of level and subordination), it has
become necessary to organize training in distance mode (Aguilera-Hermida, 2020; Bubb & Jones, 2020).

Unfortunately, most educational institutions were not ready for such a rapid development of events and
the necessity for a situational response to changes in the educational process, and the introduction of distance
learning practices became a real challenge for the Ukrainian education system at the same time, regional
authorities and municipalities in many countries pay considerable attention to education, learning, especially
in the context of pandemics and quarantine restrictions (Kliuchnyk et al, 2021; Strikha et al, 2021;
Arabadzhyiev et al., 2020). Teachers of higher educational institutions were faced with an urgent problem
regarding the constructive organization of a productive educational process in a distance mode.

Literature review

In the system of modern choreographic pedagogical education, special attention is paid to the graduate’s
competence model. It is understood as the effective-target basis of the process of professional training of the
future choreography teacher, expressed by the systemic quality - competence ensuring his readiness and
ability for successful (productive) choreographic activity in professional and social-cultural spheres.
Researchers of the issue of professional training of future choreography teachers pay attention to the
importance of forming creative competence throughout the training period, which is aimed at developing and
disclosing potential opportunities and internal resources of the personality, his full self-fulfillment in
educational and further professional activities. For instance, the issues of students’ creative development
were revealed in the following scientific research: formation of individual style of the future choreography
artist (Schupp, 2014; Schupp, 2015); development of the professional creativity’s fundamentals of future
choreographers in the process of studying (Scheff et al., 2005); formation of professional readiness for the
practical activity of future choreographers (Vertinsky, 2010); development of students-choreographers’
creative thinking in the process of university training (Triana, 2015); formation of creative activity of students
choreographers (Pyzhianova et al,, 2020; Vaganova et al., 2019); formation of the creative potential of the
future choreography teacher by tools of folk-stage dance (Pyzhianova et al., 2020; Xiang, 2017); professional
and creative formation in contemporary dance training (Roche, 2018). Scholars note in their scientific works
that it is creativity, which is the basis of choreographic art, should become the core for the training of a
qualified competitive specialist who can be creative in the fulfillment of his professional duties, to perceive
and create changes, to comprehend and apply innovations in the pedagogical and artistic space.

Despite a large number of studies, distance education in Ukraine has resembled traditional forms of e-
learning until recent times. It did not provide for the possibility of using innovative forms of organization of
the educational process. The rapid development of social events has led to increased attention to the problem
of distance learning, namely: the choice of platforms, forms, methods of learning, involvement, and control.
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The analysis of the source base gives grounds for identifying some contradictions as follows: between the
necessity to improve the quality of Ukrainian higher choreographic education and the lack of innovative ways
to improve it; between the importance of enhancing the prestige of the arts and the lack of resources and
mechanisms to ensure awareness of their importance; between the need to develop the creativity of Ukrainian
children and youth by choreography means and the insufficient theoretical and practical study of this topic in
comparative pedagogical investigations (Blahova, 2021). The purpose of the academic paper lies in
highlighting the practical experience of organizing distance learning of choreographers at the Kyiv Municipal
Ukrainian Dance Academy named after Serge Lifar (Ukraine).

2 Materials and Methods

To monitor the quality of the educational process during quarantine due to the coronavirus pandemic, an
online survey was conducted among students of the Kyiv Municipal Ukrainian Dance Academy named after
Serge Lifar (Ukraine). The Kyiv Municipal Ukrainian Dance Academy named after Serge Lifar is an innovative
choreographic higher educational institution that has fruitfully combined the methods of classical and folk-
stage choreography and produced universal performers.

We received 484 answers from students of all courses studying at the Academy, majoring in Choreography.
The survey covered the training period from 2000 to 2021 and was conducted using questionnaires,
generated in Google form. Respondents responded anonymously and voluntarily. 61% of respondents - urban
population; 20% live in villages; 19% - in urban settlements. This survey identified the state and problems of
distance learning to find ways to improve it.

3 Results and Discussions
3.1 Results

Kyiv Municipal Ukrainian Dance Academy named after Serzh Lifar has created a platform for organizing the
distance learning process - the Moodle system, which provides the teacher with an e-learning course in a
certain discipline and allows working with degree-seeking students online (Moore et al.,, 2011; Markova et al,,
2017). Each teacher of professional disciplines of the specialty “Choreography” has its platform in this system,
which contains regulatory documentation, lists of study groups of students, teaching and learning aids. This
system and the materials contained in it were used, as a rule, by students who could not attend classes online
for a particular reason (Diachenko et al., 2021; Akbarov & Xabilov, 2021). For instance, the developed
educational and methodological complexes for the discipline “Theory and Methods of Contemporary Dance”,
posted in the Moodle system, contain lecture material according to the plan on topics defined by the
curriculum, plans of practical classes, tasks for independent work, assessment system, work program, exam
program, additional materials, etc. Each student-choreographer has the opportunity to use the necessary
material, to support the answers to questions and complete practical tasks for verification and evaluation by
the teacher, and the teacher assesses his efforts in a special journal. In addition, it is very convenient to
conduct online chats and forums for discussion in this system (Yeoh, 2012; Alarcén Lopez et al., 2021).

As a result of the survey, when asked how much students like the chosen specialty at the time for the
moment, 80% of respondents have answered that they are satisfied with the specialty they are mastering,
however, some find it difficult to answer this question. 2% of respondents rated their desire to learn at 5
points according to the scale from 0 to 5 points, 46% - at 4 points, 31% - at 3 points, and 11% - from 2 to 0
points. The overwhelming number of students (91%) is satisfied with the organization of the distance
educational process at the Academy; however, there are students, which are mostly dissatisfied (8%).

When switching to distance learning, 19% of the surveyed students believe that their knowledge has
improved; 35% said that basically, nothing has changed; 33% of students believe that knowledge in certain
subjects (disciplines) has improved, however, it has deteriorated in a particular number of disciplines; 13%
said that their knowledge had deteriorated.
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The students outlined the most convenient tools and platforms for distance learning, namely: Discord -
97%; Moodle - 50%; Zoom - 8%; Google Classroom - 7%. These results point to the fact that the teaching staff
has made the right choice of online learning platform - Discord, which is easy to use for both students and
teachers. Teaching and methodological support of disciplines, located in the educational and informational
environment Moodle, allows students to work with the relevant courses, processing the lecture material,
performing practical tasks, and passing the test control of knowledge in academic disciplines (Martyniv et al.,
2021). Along with this, feedback with students is established through Moodle, and communication is
supported through the e-course forum. It should be noted that the freedom of teachers on using other online
education platforms, services, and Internet resources is not limited by the administration (Daniel, 2020; Konig
etal, 2020; Shomirzayev, 2021).

The most convenient social networks and messengers for distance learning identified by students are as
follows: Telegram - 85%, Viber - 59%, Instagram - 20%. The least popular is Facebook Messenger - 1%. In the
course of teaching the theoretical material on the disciplines “Theory and methods of modern dance”,
“Samples and critique of choreographic art”, etc. we have applied such modern forms of organization of the
educational process as lecture-webinar, online lecture with errors, lecture-press conference, etc. (Ryan, 2015).

For instance, while studying jazz-modern dance, being online, the teacher has the opportunity to see the
whole group of students, identify and analyze errors in the performance of movements and combinations,
analyze and learn new material from the discipline. Regarding the remote assessment system, we practice
Google forms, Survio, and Kahoot programs for various types of surveys and testing. In addition to the
organization of the educational process and the implementation of training tasks within the conditions
connected with the manifestation of quarantine, opportunities of students of higher educational institutions
for self-improvement have spread in the field of organizing their learning in social networks (Roblyer et al,,
2010; Mishra et al., 2020). For instance, students majoring in “Choreography” in parallel with their studies
learn online courses in modern choreography from outstanding dancers, take online intensives and
marathons on various topics of dance art, watch performances of outstanding choreographers, etc.

About the equipment used by students for learning, then from the indicators, it can be assumed that some
of them use several gadgets. The majority - 85% use smartphones for learning, 50% also use laptops, 8% -
tablets, and another 33% of students study on desktop computers. 38% of students believe that distance
education will not replace full-time education mode. 34% indicate a partial replacement. And 27% of students
consider distance education a full-fledged replacement (Tablel).

The degree-seeking students were also asked to specify the major benefits of distance learning. 82%
answered that these are home-based, comfortable learning conditions; 34% - the ability to independently
choose sources of information (online platforms, video tutorials, and online textbooks); 22% - the ability to
independently choose the pace of learning; 20% - the opportunity to choose a convenient time for study, etc.

Table 1
What type of equipment for learning do you use?

Type of equipment Answers (%)
Smartphone 85,1
Laptop 49,6
Tablet 37
Desktop computer 33,3
The latest computer 0,4
Printer 0,2
Computer 0,2

The degree-seeking students have decided on what isn’t well suited in distance learning. 55% believe that the
lack of “live” communication with teachers and peers is observed; 38% note that the level of motivation to
study decreased; 34% pay attention to unsatisfactory technical conditions (poor internet connection, no
modern gadgets); 29% feel the deterioration of their knowledge; 21% do not have information about the
results of an assessment of their academic achievements; 18% do not understand the criteria for assessing
completed tasks, etc.
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The results make it clear that teachers should strengthen communication with students on the criteria for
assessing the tasks performed and remember that the availability of timely assessment motivates students to
study, especially within the conditions of the quarantine. Prospective graduates were asked about their life
choices after graduation, which would have an advantage for them. Accordingly, 48% have answered that they
dream of having their own business, 39% will go to work in the chosen specialty, 38% will look for a job with
a good salary, 27% want to try to go abroad and work there, 19% will try to get a new specialty, 19% plan to
live as it turns out, as circumstances allow.

The issue of extracurricular work during the period of distance learning remains highly relevant. Students
indicate in their answers that they are ready to participate in students’ conferences, round tables, training;
they want to work in circles, clubs, and studios. 32% of students have noted that they learn on their own, 29%
sometimes are involved in self-education, 21% of students have indicated that they do not have enough time
for this, 18% of students indicated that they do not do it (Table 2).

The whole teaching staff tries to diversify the students’ life in online mode. The teachers of the cyclic
commissions organize and conduct interesting, motivational and useful, and interactive extracurricular online
events, namely: round tables, intra-university conferences, meetings with professionals, Olympiads, quizzes,
web quests, contests, online communications aimed at the formation of both general and professions
competencies of future specialists.

Table 2
Are students involved in additional self-education during quarantine?

Types of additional self-education Answers (%)
Independently 4
Together with classmates 43,8
I work together with a private tutor 1,4
I use the Internet 69,2
With the help of parents 7,9
I don’t do my homework 6,6
Specialists who have already graduated help me 0,2
It is my responsibility as a student 66,1
Strict control over attendance 58,3
It is difficult to answer 9.5
Grades 0,2
Desire to self-develop 0,2
For no serious reason at all 0,2
I like everything 0,2

Are you involved in additional self-education during quarantine?
(additional materials, browsing online resources, webinars, books, etc.)

Yes 32,4
No 17,8
I don’t have enough time 21,3
Sometimes 28,5

Distance learning technologies show their effectiveness, however, at the same time, they cannot completely
replace full-time learning, forasmuch as there are many difficulties, namely: lack of live communication, lack of
quality Internet connection for students and teachers, technical failures during the fulfillment of tasks by
individual students, unequal technical equipment of participants in the educational process, etc.

3.2 Discussion
The administration of the Kyiv Municipal Ukrainian Dance Academy named after Serge Lifar (Ukraine) pays

great attention to the organization of activities of the educational institution within the conditions of distance
learning to ensure fulfillment of educational and professional programs. Distance learning of students in the
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college is systematic and organized according to the schedule of classes (Harper et al., 2004; Tenenbaum et al.,
2001).

In contrast, Susilo & Sofiarini (2021), believe that the WhatsApp Group, which is commonly used in the
communication process during a pandemic, may be effective for use as a means of supporting a distance
learning system in higher education. In addition to having powerful features, WhatsApp Group is also easily
accessible and cheap in terms of data packets used for distance learning (Almarashdeh, 2016). The findings of
the study are that in the current era of the pandemic, online distance learning systems should use appropriate
and user-friendly online media without compromising their quality. Distance learning at the Kyiv Municipal
Ukrainian Dance Academy named after Serge Lifar provides the degree-seeking students (Pratiwi & Murdiono,
2020; Rahman, 2021).

The Moodle system of distance learning at the Kyiv Municipal Ukrainian Dance Academy named after Serge
Lifar provides an opportunity to follow the link to the teacher’s YouTube channel, containing video
explanations of new training and dance combinations, academic demonstrations of previous courses in
modern choreography, experimental findings of degree-seeking students of the second level of higher
education, etc. Therefore, the use of a modern educational system Moodle makes it possible for each teacher
(including the teacher of the practical course) to form an e-learning course - an environment for productive
communication, information exchange, and cooperation of students to increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of the educational process (Lotz-Sisitka et al.,, 2015; Widana et al., 2021).

4 Conclusion

The educational process during the period of quarantine continues with the use of distance learning
technologies. Organizing quality education using digital technologies, inspiring and motivating students,
dealing with technical problems is quite a difficult task. In such conditions, when teachers and students cannot
be close and have to work remotely, the interaction between all participants in the educational process,
namely: administration, teachers, students, and parents - becomes of particular importance. In addition to the
organization of the educational process and the implementation of training tasks within the conditions
connected with the manifestation of quarantine, opportunities of students of higher educational institutions
for self-improvement have spread in the field of organizing their learning in social networks.

Taking into account a fair number of evident advantages and positive aspects, distance education (like any
other form of education) still has certain disadvantages. For ensuring the successful correction of training and
adequate assessment, it is important to establish direct contact with the degree-seeking student to be able to
check how it works. For this reason, the final quality control of knowledge still needs to be carried out in an
intramural session.

In distance learning, direct contact between the teacher and students is lost, as well as between the
students, where the latter cease to properly formulate their opinions, state their viewpoints and conduct a
discourse. At the same time, this form requires a conscious and motivated approach to a training opportunity.
And the most important issue lies in the fact that distance learning cannot be the only form of organization of
the educational process, especially in the specialty “Choreography”, forasmuch as the lack of practical training,
the staging process, collective dance projects, the practice of working in a dance class, the limited study of
topics leads to the formation of only fragmentary professional competencies among students and insufficient
learning outcomes, which leads to non-compliance with the requirements of the educational and professional
program. The promising direction for the development of distance learning in the HEIs of Ukraine is the close
cooperation of developers of software products and platforms for distance learning, distance education
methodologists, and teachers of the HEIs to develop strategies for using new information technologies in
distance learning, as well as for combining the classical education system with distance learning mode.
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