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Abstract---The aim of this study is to investigate the role of public 
participation to promote One Tambon One Product (OTOP) 

development and cultural tourism to support social equality in 

Thailand. To achieve this objective, the relationship between public 
participation, local community participation, OTOP development, 

cultural tourism and social equality is examined. Additionally, the 

mediating role of OTOP development and cultural tourism is 
examined. Primary data is preferred to examine this relationship 

which is collected with the help survey questionnaire from Thailand. 

Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) is used for data analysis. It is 

found that; publication participation is crucial role in OTOP 
development, cultural tourism, and social equality. Public 

participation can strengthen the local community development and 

OTOP development which lead to the cultural tourism and social 
equality. OTOP development promote cultural tourism which causes 

to increase social inequality in Thailand. 

 
Keywords---public participation, local community participation, One 

Tambon One Product (OTOP), cultural tourism, social equality. 

 
 

Introduction  

 

Social equality is a situation in which all people living in a particular society have 
equivalent rights, liberties, as well as status, possibly involving various civil 

rights, freedom of expression, independence, and equal access to all public goods 

as well as social services. Social equality is the important element of nations 
(Illøkken et al., 2021) because it has long lasting effects on nations. Equality 

among the individuals bring prosperity at local and national level. Equal access to 

various goods and services by all individuals bring the prosperity and resolve 
several issues. Particularly, equal access to all the individuals causes to increase 

livelihood opportunities for the local people and lead to resolve chronic poverty 
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which increase the people welfare. Therefore, social equality has central 

importance among the nations.  

 

The phenomenon of social equality is also important in Thailand. Along with the 
other countries, a significant level of social equality is also needed to achieve in 

Thailand to cope various challenges. Thai people required equal access to all the 

opportunities (Yiengprugsawan, Kelly, Seubsman, & Sleigh, 2010) which is 
important for the welfare. The level of social equality is low among various 

countries which are in developing phase. Particularly, income equality is one of 

the major issues among several countries (de Soysa & Vadlamannati, 2021; Patel 
et al., 2018). A limited number of people enjoying most of the resources which 

causes income equality and leading to the deeper poverty and stop the welfare at 

local level having major effect on the economic development of nations. The 
countries having less resources for their people are facing the problem of equal 

distribution of resources. Therefore, the developing countries have less resources 

for their people which causes to generate the issue of social inequality. Thailand 

is also a developing country, that is the reason, it is facing social inequality which 
is causing several other issues such as rise in poverty. Particularly, at various 

local levels such as villages, the confirmation of a required level of social equality 

is important. Although, the Thai government is trying to resolve this issue by 
providing the access to the resources, however, still the required level of social 

equality is not achieved in certain parts of Thailand which require to develop more 

strategies.  
 

Thai government has made several strategies to reduce the level of inequality and 

increase the social equality among communities. The most important step in this 
regard is the public participation at local level (Bester, 2020; Yao, He, & Bao, 

2020). Government in Thailand is participating in various activities at local level 

to provide support to the people in various activities such as business as well as 

tourism related activities. The participation of government with local community 
can promote various initiatives carried out by the people. Therefore, the public 

participation along with the local community participation is important to foster 

good initiatives. The mechanism of public participation approach is hilighted in 
Figure 1.  



         152 

 
Figure 1. Public Participation Approach 

Source: ELADWAY, AZZAM, and AL-HAGLA (2020) 

 

Thus, public participations could be a better tool to enhance social equality by 

providing equal opportunities and equal access to the resources at local level. The 
integration between public participation and local community participation in 

various initiatives lead to the One Tambon One Product (OTOP) development and 

cultural tourism in Thailand. OTOP facilitates the local entrepreneurship 
activities among villages (Hoang Thanh, Ta Nhat, Nguyen Dang, Ho, & Lebailly, 

2018) and various other parts of the country which may also have relationship 

with cultural tourism activities. The public orientation towards the local 
entrepreneurship activities can enhance the cultural tourism activities. The 

people starting any business activity related to the cultural tourism can get 

support from the government with the access to the resources. Therefore, public 
participation at this level facilitates the OTOP development and cultural tourism. 

The promotion of OTOP development and cultural tourism promote social equality 

among the communities.   
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Finally, the purpose of this study is to inspect the role of public participation to 

promote OTOP development and cultural tourism to support social equality in 

Thailand. The relationship between public participation, local community 

participation, OTOP development, cultural tourism and social equality is 
examined. This is an important relationship, and the role of public participation is 

important to promote social equality, however, the effect of public participation on 

social equality is ignored by the previous studies. Public participation is 
addressed in various studies (Ali, Arifin, Razman, & Ismail, 2018; Lihua, Tianshu, 

Yuanchao, Sijia, & Zhaoqiang, 2020), however, it is not addressed in relation to 

the social equality. Therefore, this study is attempted to contribution to the 
literature by considering this literature gap. 

  

Literature Review 
Public Participation  

 

The collaboration between the government bodies with public as well as private 

sector is the important activity which has important outcomes for the people. The 
participation of government in different activities to facilitate people lead to the 

better results in terms of welfare. The collaboration of government with the people 

in different entrepreneurship related activities can enhance the activities. The 
approach of public participation is linked with the tourism activities in Thailand, 

government bodies in Thailand promoting the participation to promote tourism. 

Experiential, creative and participatory activities related to tourism 
is concentrated on sustainability, promotes the well-being of the local community, 

cultivates a holistic, understated approach, achievement of quality and is 

grounded on the collaboration as well as partnership. Cultural tourism in 
Thailand has significant importance for tourism industry (Polnyotee & Leruksa, 

2019) which is connected with public participation. This study proposed that, 

public participation relates to the OTOP development and cultural tourism 

activities. Further, OTOP and cultural tourism (Pranee, Boonying, & Suchookorn, 
2020) increases the social equality. Therefore, this study proposed a relationship 

between public participation, local community participation, OTOP development, 

cultural tourism, and social equality which is hilighted in Figure 2.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Framework of the study showing the relationship between public 

participation, local community participation, OTOP development, cultural 
tourism, and social equality 

Public 

Participation  

Local Community 

Participation  

OTOP Development  

Cultural Tourism  

Social Equality  
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Local Community Development  

 
A local community can be described as a group of networking people residing in a 

same location. Globally, it is often used to indicate a group that is formed around 

various common values and is recognized with social unity within a shared 
geographical location, usually in social units bigger than a household. Local 

community development is the way in which people have more resources and 

better decision-making power in various aspects of life. Majorly it is based on the 

economic development of people in which they face less issues related to the 
economic activities having better livelihood opportunities. Community 

development has major importance for the nations as it has long term effect on 

the welfare of community as well as economy. Several previous studies have 
identified the importance of community development (Motilewa et al., 2018), 

however, it is not addressed in relation to the public participation and social 

equality.  
 

Public participation has important relationship with community development at 

local level. While working on public participatory approach, government support 
the people initiatives by providing various resources. The support of government 

to the people by providing various resources lead to the social equality among 

societies. As the social equality is based on the equal distribution of various 

resources among the people (Di Maio, Graf, & Wilson, 2019). It also involves the 
distribution of equal opportunities for business as well as other activities along 

with the access to the resources. Public participation facilities the local 

community participation which has important contribution to social equality. The 
collaboration between government and private sector in rural areas lead to the 

community development and causes social equality. Therefore, there is an 

important connection between public participation and community development 
(Phukamchanoad & Girdwichai, 2019) which promote equality among people. 

Hence, following hypotheses are proposed;  

Hypothesis 1. Public participation has significant effect on local community 
participation.  

Hypothesis 2. Public participation has significant effect on social equality.   

Hypothesis 3. Local community participation has significant effect on social 

equality.  
Hypothesis 4. Local community participation has significant effect on cultural 

tourism.  

 
OTOP Development  

 

OTOP is a local entrepreneurship incentive program intended by Thailand's 
former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra during his 2001-2006 Thai Rak Thai 

government. OTOP is the program which developed to promote locally made 

products of each of Thailand's 7,255 tambons. People made various products at 
local level which help them to earn money to fulfill their daily routine activities 

such as food experience and shelter. Government support towards these products 

and service help them to get success in these activities which has positive role in 
welfare of community. As hilighted by previous studies that OTOP has positive 

influence on local community (Phukamchanoad & Girdwichai, 2019; 

Wattanametha, Wongkamhaengharn, Nitmee, Saepu, & Ariyakuare, 2018).  
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Public participation has significant effect on the OTOP. Both the public 

participation and OTOP has relationship with each other’s because both are the 

programs based on government. Public participation supports the programs 

stared by the government under OTOP program. Participation of government is 
also aimed to facilities business activities of local people and OTOP is also the 

program which support locally made products and services. Therefore, both the 

OTOP program and public participation are on the same page having influence on 
the local people welfare. OTOP is the rural development policy which has key 

importance to influence the people welfare (Akasarakul, Cooharojananone, & 

Lipikom, 2017) with the help of public participation.  
Hypothesis 5. Public participation has significant effect on OTOP development.  

 

Cultural Tourism  
 

Cultural tourism is kind of tourism that permits the tourist to contribute to local 

cultural initiatives, like festivals as well as rituals. Consequently, the tourist from 

various countries can enjoy a genuine cultural exchange with the people of 
certain area. The activities related to the cultural intention help the visitors to 

learn a new tradition, discover, experience new culture, and consume the tangible 

along with the intangible cultural attractions/products/services in a tourism 
destination. In Thailand, cultural tourism has significant importance because 

(Wongsawat & Deebhijarn, 2019) it has handsome contribution to the tourism 

industry. It is one of the important types of tourism which has positive role to 
enhance economic activity at national and local level. Cultural tourism allows the 

local people to start various business activities related to the cultural tourism and 

generate income. Therefore, it is important type of tourism which facilitate people 
by reducing the poverty and increase the livelihood through income generating 

activities. Thus, along with the other countries, cultural tourism has key 

importance for the nations.  

 
OTOP has relationship with the tourism (Picharchannarong, 2005). Because 

OTOP objective is to facilitates locally made products as well services. The locally 

made products and services help to design the better culture. The products of a 
specific area help portray the picture of cultural. Therefore, development of OTOP 

in any area causes to increase the importance of cultural activities. 

Entrepreneurship activities promoted by OTOP has the potential to promote 
cultural activities. Therefore, in Thailand, OTOP has special importance for 

cultural tourism promotion. As the Thai government always tried to promote 

tourism activities, therefore, the government also focuses on OTOP programs to 
enhance cultural tourism. The increase in the participation of cultural tourism in 

the tourism industry increase the importance of government towards OTOP 

projects to enhance the business activities of a specific region which can lead to 

the cultural tourism. The relationship between cultural tourism and OTOP is 
hilighted in previous studies. OTOP is also based on the cultural models (Huong, 

Thuy, & Phuong Linh, 2020) which has significant influence on cultural tourism. 

Hence, it is hypothesized that;  
Hypothesis 6. OTOP development has significant effect on cultural tourism.  
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Social Equality  

 
Social equality is based on the concept that all people living in a specific area 

should have equal rights (Di Maio et al., 2019; Illøkken et al., 2021; Wongkaluang 

& Srisorn, 2021). To enjoy equal rights by all people is required better level of 
social equality. Furthermore, social equality is the autonomy, and equal access to 

various public goods and services. Difference between the services and goods for 

specific community lead to the inequality in the society which has negative effect 

on the people. Among the nations, social equality is important to achieve because 
it is important to promote inclusive social as well as economic growth. Therefore, 

the availability of equal opportunities as well as to reduce the inequalities is 

important to empower the people living in a specific area.  
 

Social equality is influenced by both the OTOP development and cultural tourism 

activities. OTOP development is based on the government interventions which 
causes to provide equal access to the people. The OTOP development facilities all 

people equally for the development of entrepreneurship activities. Therefore, 

OTOP reduces the inequality at local level and lead to the social equality. 
Similarly, cultural tourism also helps to reduce social inequality because cultural 

tourism provides various opportunities for the people to enhance income 

generating activities. Increase in the level of income reduces the income equality. 

As income inequality is the a major part of social inequality (Bai et al., 2020; Patel 
et al., 2018). Therefore, both the OTOP development and cultural tourism lead to 

the social equality. Hence, following hypotheses are proposed;  

Hypothesis 7. OTOP development has significant effect on social equality.  
Hypothesis 8. Cultural tourism has significant effect on social equality.  

 

The above section of the study proposed the direct effect. It includes the direct 
effect of public participation on social equality, OTOP development and local 

community participation. The effect of local community participation on cultural 

tourism and social equality. Similarly, the direct effect of OTOP development and 
cultural tourism is developed on social equality. The current section developed 

the indirect hypotheses based on the mediation effect of OTOP development and 

cultural tourism. The indirect effect is proposed with the help of Baron and Kenny 

(1986) instructions. The first indirect effect of OTOP development is considered 
between public participation and social equality. The second indirect effect of 

cultural tourism is considered between local community participation and social 

equality. The hypotheses are as follows;  
Hypothesis 9. OTOP development mediates the relationship between public 

participation and social equality. 

Hypothesis 10. Cultural tourism mediates the relationship between local 
community participation and social equality.  

 

Research Methodology  
Research Design  

The study design is based on the nature of the study along with the consideration 

of research objective. This study examined the relationship between public 
participation, local community participation, OTOP development, cultural tourism 

and social equality. The nature of this relationship is grounded on primary data. 

This relationship is better assessed through primary data which could be 
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quantitative or qualitative. Several previous studies on social equality, OTOP and 

cultural tourism also used primary data. Therefore, by assessing the nature of the 

study and by considering the previous studies, quantitative approach is selected 

in this study which is based on survey questionnaire. Additionally, cross-sectional 
research design is followed to collect data from respondents by using a survey 

questionnaire.  

 
Questionnaire and Data Collection  

 

This study designed a questionnaire to collect data from respondents to examine 
the effect of public participation on social equality including local community 

participation, OTOP development and cultural tourism. For this purpose, the 

scale items are designed to develop a questionnaire. Likert scale is used for this 
study to collect the data (Van Laerhoven et al.,  2004). The questionnaire was 

developed based on three sections. The first section was based on data collection 

related to the general information of respondents and second section was based 

on the scale items related to the social equality and finally, third and last section 
is based on the scale items related to the public participation, local community 

participation, OTOP development and cultural tourism. Finally, this study 

distributed 400 questionnaires among the employees working in publication 
participation programs and OTOP programs. Local communities in Thailand 

where the publication participation programs and OTOP programs are working 

was considered to collect the data. Finally, 210 questionnaires were received and 
used in data analysis.  

 

Data Analysis  
 

Data analysis of this study is started with the help of statistical tool; namely, 

Smart PLS. Smart PLS is important statistical tool which is designed to examine 

the relationship between variables (Hair et al., 2017; Hair et al., 2012; Niaz et al., 
2020). Generally, it is used to examine the relationship based on primary data. 

Therefore, data collected through questionnaire is analyzed by using Smart PLS. 

First, confirmatory factor analysis is used to examine the factor loadings, 
reliability along with the validity. The current study considered 0.5 as minimum 

level to retain the scale items. Factor loadings are given in Table 1 which shows 

that factor loadings are achieved by the scale items. The first requirement of 
internal item consistency is achieved by the study which shows that all the items 

are above minimum level to retain the items.  
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Figure 3. Measurement Model 

Note: PP = Public Participation, LCP = Local Community Participation, OTOPD = 

OTOP Development, CT = Cultural Tourism, SE = Social Equality 

              
Table 1  

Reliability and Validity 

Variables Items Loadings Alpha CR AVE 

Cultural Tourism CT1 0.77 0.748 0.833 0.505 

 

CT2 0.764 

   

 

CT3 0.737 

   

 

CT4 0.507 

   

 

CT5 0.74 

   Local Community 
Participation LCP1 0.766 0.84 0.892 0.675 

 

LCP2 0.884 

   

 

LCP3 0.758 

   

 

LCP4 0.871 

   OTOP Development OTOPD1 0.621 0.754 0.836 0.505 

 

OTOPD2 0.745 

   

 

OTOPD3 0.722 

   

 

OTOPD4 0.723 

   

 

OTOPD5 0.735 

   Public Participation PP1 0.826 0.833 0.841 0.672 

 

PP2 0.746 
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PP3 0.77 

   

 
PP4 0.72 

   

 
PP5 0.806 

   Social Equality SE1 0.76 0.832 0.822 0.6 

 
SE2 0.78 

   

 
SE3 0.84 

   

 
SE4 0.754 

   

 
SE5 0.734 

   Note: PP = Public Participation, LCP = Local Community Participation, OTOPD = 

OTOP Development, CT = Cultural Tourism, SE = Social Equality 
 

Along with the factor loadings this study also addressed the composite reliability 

(CR). The results in Table 1 shows that all the variables have CR above 0.7. 
Furthermore, this study also examined average variance extracted (AVE) to 

examine external consistency. Results shows that, CR is above 0.7 and AVE is 

above 0.5 for public participation, local community participation, OTOP 

development, cultural tourism, and social equality. In addition to this, it is also 
important to address discriminant validity (Henseler, Ringle, & Sarstedt, 2015). 

Cross-loadings are given in Table 2 which shows that the current study have 

achieved discriminant validity.  
 

Table 2 

HTMT 

 

Cultural 
Tourism 

Local 

Community 
Participation 

OTOP 
Development 

Public 
Participation 

Social 
Equality 

Cultural Tourism 
    Local Community 

Participation  0.818 

    OTOP Development  0.506 0.632 

   Public Participation  0.863 0.715 0.741 

  Social Equality  0.742 0.611 0.699 0.655 

        

Table 3 

Cross-Loadings 
 

 

Cultural 

Tourism 

Local 
Community 

Participation 

OTOP 

Development 

Public 

Participation 

Social 

Equality 

CT1 0.77 0.433 0.629 0.388 0.42 

CT2 0.764 0.511 0.729 0.475 0.513 

CT3 0.737 0.539 0.578 0.551 0.418 

CT4 0.507 0.368 0.401 0.433 0.284 

CT5 0.74 0.421 0.472 0.578 0.427 

LCP1 0.56 0.766 0.604 0.398 0.317 
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LCP2 0.558 0.884 0.654 0.556 0.398 

LCP3 0.48 0.758 0.524 0.449 0.482 

LCP4 0.538 0.871 0.642 0.579 0.475 

OTOPD1 0.511 0.539 0.621 0.401 0.395 

OTOPD2 0.538 0.596 0.745 0.426 0.476 

OTOPD3 0.658 0.54 0.722 0.299 0.314 

OTOPD4 0.59 0.542 0.723 0.496 0.38 

OTOPD5 0.565 0.413 0.735 0.475 0.395 

PP1 0.605 0.565 0.541 0.826 0.509 

PP2 0.412 0.406 0.412 0.746 0.402 

PP3 0.459 0.427 0.416 0.77 0.496 

PP4 0.554 0.499 0.459 0.72 0.3 

PP5 0.577 0.453 0.451 0.806 0.41 

SE1 0.497 0.517 0.502 0.424 0.76 

SE2 0.441 0.34 0.393 0.447 0.78 

SE3 0.477 0.428 0.441 0.462 0.84 

SE4 0.504 0.496 0.476 0.379 0.754 

SE5 0.37 0.206 0.323 0.409 0.734 

Note: PP = Public Participation, LCP = Local Community Participation, OTOPD = 

OTOP Development, CT = Cultural Tourism, SE = Social Equality 

 

 
Figure 4. Structural Model 

Note: PP = Public Participation, LCP = Local Community Participation, OTOPD = 

OTOP Development, CT = Cultural Tourism, SE = Social Equality 
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PLS structural model is presented in Figure 3. The results of PLS structural 

model are presented in Table 3. Direct effect is examined by considering the t-

value and beta value (Hair et al., 2014; Hair, et al., 2013). T-value examined the 

significance of the study and beta value examined the relationship direction. The 
hypotheses in this study are examined by considering the 1.64 as minimum 

threshold level of t-value. Analysis statistics shows that public participation has 

significant effect on social equality. It also has significant effect on OTOP 
development in Thailand. Similarly, local community participation has significant 

effect on social equality and cultural tourism. Additionally, OTOP and cultural 

tourism has significant relationship with social equality. Furthermore, the 
significant relationship is found between public participation and local 

community participation. Finally, OTOP development has significant effect on 

cultural tourism.  
 

Table 4 

Direct Effect 

 

 

Beta Mean SD 
T 

Statistics 
P 

Values 
Decision 

Cultural Tourism -> Social 
Equality  0.276 0.291 0.118 2.336 0.01 

Supported 

Local Community Participation -> 

Cultural Tourism  0.107 0.106 0.064 1.645 0.049 

Supported 

Local Community Participation -> 

Social Equality  0.141 0.145 0.03 4.68 0 

Supported 

OTOP Development -> Cultural 
Tourism  0.729 0.735 0.085 8.625 0 

Supported 

OTOP Development -> Social 

Equality  0.108 0.081 0.045 2.378 0.01 

Supported 

Public Participation -> Local 
Community Participation  0.607 0.614 0.086 7.023 0 

Supported 

Public Participation -> OTOP 

Development  0.593 0.607 0.083 7.113 0 

Supported 

Public Participation -> Social 

Equality  0.213 0.225 0.097 2.187 0.015 

Supported 

 

Finally, after the assessment of direct effect, the current study also examined the 

indirect effect. Therefore, the mediation effect of OTOP development and cultural 
tourism is examined in the current study which is reported in Table 4. Along with 

the direct effect, indirect effect is also considered with the help of observing t-

value and beta value (Henseler et al., 2009) which is recommended by previous 
studies. First, the mediation effect of OTOP development is addressed between 

public participation and social equality. This mediation effect is significant as the 

t-value is 2.99. It shows that, OTOP development reflect the positive effect of 
public participation on social equality. The mediation effect of cultural tourism 

between local community participation and social equality is insignificant.   
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Table 5 

Indirect Effect 
 

 

Beta Mean SD 
T 

Statistics 
P 

Values 
Decision 

Public Participation -> Local 

Community Participation -> 

Cultural Tourism  0.065 0.067 0.054 1.196 0.116 

 

Public Participation -> OTOP 
Development -> Cultural 

Tourism  0.433 0.448 0.088 4.922 0 

 

Local Community Participation -
> Cultural Tourism -> Social 

Equality  0.03 0.029 0.011 2.99 0 

Supported 

Public Participation -> Local 
Community Participation -> 

Cultural Tourism -> Social 

Equality  0.018 0.019 0.017 1.041 0.149 

 

OTOP Development -> Cultural 

Tourism -> Social Equality  0.201 0.215 0.094 2.15 0.016 

 

Public Participation -> OTOP 

Development -> Cultural 
Tourism -> Social Equality  0.12 0.13 0.06 1.987 0.024 

 

Public Participation -> Local 

Community Participation -> 
Social Equality  0.086 0.087 0.082 1.042 0.149 

 

Public Participation -> OTOP 

Development -> Social Equality  0.064 0.048 0.109 0.588 0.279 

Not 

Supported 

 

Moreover, the current study addressed the Predictive Relevance (Q2) to examine 
the quality of the model. According to literature, quality of model can be achieved 

if the Predictive Relevance (Q2) is higher than zero. Table 5 shows that Predictive 

Relevance (Q2) for social equality is 0.223. Therefore, this study attained the 
minimum level of model quality.  

 

Table 6 
Predictive Relevance (Q2) 

 

 
SSO SSE 

Q² (=1-

SSE/SSO) 

Cultural Tourism  765 533.632 0.302 

Local Community Participation  612 474.682 0.224 

OTOP Development  765 646.217 0.155 

Public Participation  765 765 

 Social Equality  765 594.357 0.223 
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Conclusion  

 

The aim of this study was to investigate the role of public participation to promote 

OTOP development and cultural tourism to support social equality in Thailand. 
For this purpose, questionnaires were designed, and data were collected from 

Thailand which was analyzed through statistical tool. Findings of the study 

provided important insights for the literature and practices to enhance social 
equality. Public participation has crucial role in OTOP development, cultural 

tourism, and social equality. Increase in public participation increase the social 

equality directly and indirectly. Similarly, local community participation also has 
similar role to promote social equality. Public participation can strengthen the 

local community development and OTOP development which lead to the cultural 

tourism and social equality. As results of the study shows that publication 
participation increases the OTOP development which lead to the cultural tourism 

promotion. OTOP development promote cultural tourism which causes to increase 

social inequality in Thailand. Therefore, public participation has the potential to 

promote OTOP development and cultural tourism which lead to the increase in 
social equality.  

 

Implications of the Study  
 

The current study considered the relationship between public participation, local 

community participation, OTOP development, cultural tourism, and social 
equality which is one of the most unique relationships and not considered by the 

previous studies. Number of previous investigations of public participation has 

not considered the role of public participation in social equality. As social equality 
is one of the challenges for nations, therefore, the contribution of this study to 

promote social equality has major importance for theory along with the practice. 

Additionally, the development OTOP along with cultural tourism is not considered 

in relation to the public participation and social equality. Similarly, this study has 
key role practically, because the results of this study leading to make important 

strategies to enhance social equality. This study recommended the practitioners 

to promote public participation along with the OTOP and cultural tourism to 
enhance social equality.  

 

References 
 

Akasarakul, K., Cooharojananone, N., & Lipikom, R. (2017). A study of factors 
influencing intention to purchase local community product on E-Commerce 
website: The case of One Tambon One Product (OTOP) in Thailand. Paper 
presented at the 2017 18th IEEE/ACIS International Conference on Software 

Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, Networking and Parallel/Distributed 

Computing (SNPD). 
Ali, M. A. M., Arifin, K., Razman, M. R., & Ismail, Z. S. (2018). Factors 

Contributing to the Success and Weakness of Public Participation in Local 

Plans at Local Authority Selangor: A Review. International Information Institute 
(Tokyo). Information, 21(5), 1539-1547.  

Bai, C., Feng, C., Yan, H., Yi, X., Chen, Z., & Wei, W. (2020). Will income 

inequality influence the abatement effect of renewable energy technological 



         164 

innovation on carbon dioxide emissions? Journal of Environmental 
Management, 264, 110482.  

Baron, R. M., & Kenny, D. A. (1986). The moderator–mediator variable distinction 

in social psychological research: Conceptual, strategic, and statistical 

considerations. Journal of personality and social psychology, 51(6), 1173-1182. 

doi:https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-3514.51.6.1173 
Bester, J. (2020). The voice of the voiceless: Exploring factors that motivate public 

participation at local government level in South Africa through a case study of 

Khayelitsha Township in Cape Town. African Journal of Democracy and 
Governance, 7(3-4), 193-220.  

de Soysa, I., & Vadlamannati, K. C. (2021). Free market capitalism and societal 

inequities: assessing the effects of economic freedom on income inequality and 

the equity of access to opportunity, 1990–2017. International Political Science 
Review, 01925121211039985.  

Di Maio, G., Graf, L., & Wilson, A. (2019). Torn between economic efficiency and 

social equality? Short-track apprenticeships in Denmark, Germany and 
Switzerland. European educational research journal, 18(6), 699-723.  

ELADWAY, S. M., AZZAM, Y. A., & AL-HAGLA, K. S. (2020). ROLE OF PUBLIC 

PARTICIPATION IN HERITAGE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN EGYPT: A CASE 

STUDY OF FUWAH CITY. WIT Transactions on Ecology and the Environment, 
241, 27-43.  

F. Hair Jr, J., Sarstedt, M., Hopkins, L., & G. Kuppelwieser, V. (2014). Partial 

least squares structural equation modeling (PLS-SEM) An emerging tool in 
business research. European Business Review, 26(2), 106-121. 

doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfbs.2014.01.002 

Hair, J., Hollingsworth, C. L., Randolph, A. B., & Chong, A. Y. L. (2017). An 

updated and expanded assessment of PLS-SEM in information systems 
research. Industrial Management & Data Systems, 117(3), 442-458. 

doi:https://doi.org/10.1108/IMDS-04-2016-0130 

Hair, J. F., Ringle, C. M., & Sarstedt, M. (2013). Partial least squares structural 
equation modeling: Rigorous applications, better results and higher 

acceptance. doi:https://ssrn.com/abstract=2233795 

Hair, J. F., Sarstedt, M., Pieper, T. M., & Ringle, C. M. (2012). The use of partial 
least squares structural equation modeling in strategic management research: 

a review of past practices and recommendations for future applications. Long 
range planning, 45(5-6), 320-340. 

doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lrp.2012.09.008 
Henseler, J., Ringle, C. M., & Sarstedt, M. (2015). A new criterion for assessing 

discriminant validity in variance-based structural equation modeling. Journal 
of the academy of marketing science, 43(1), 115-135. 
doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s11747-014-0403-8 

Henseler, J., Ringle, C. M., & Sinkovics, R. R. (2009). The use of partial least 

squares path modeling in international marketing New challenges to 
international marketing (pp. 277-319): Emerald Group Publishing Limited. 

Hoang Thanh, L., Ta Nhat, L., Nguyen Dang, H., Ho, T. M. H., & Lebailly, P. 

(2018). One Village One Product (OVOP)—A rural development strategy and the 

early adaption in Vietnam, the case of Quang Ninh Province. Sustainability, 
10(12), 4485.  

Huong, L. H., Thuy, B. L., & Phuong Linh, N. T. (2020). Promoting Participation in 

Local Natural Resource Management through Ecological Cultural Tourism: 

https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-3514.51.6.1173
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfbs.2014.01.002
https://doi.org/10.1108/IMDS-04-2016-0130
https://ssrn.com/abstract=2233795
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lrp.2012.09.008
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11747-014-0403-8


 

 

165 

Case Study in Vam Nao Reservoir Area, An Giang Province, Vietnam. Journal of 
Asian and African Studies, 55(6), 863-879.  

Illøkken, K. E., Johannessen, B., Barker, M. E., Hardy-Johnson, P., Øverby, N. C., 

& Vik, F. N. (2021). Free school meals as an opportunity to target social 
equality, healthy eating, and school functioning: experiences from students 

and teachers in Norway. Food & Nutrition Research, 65.  

Lihua, W., Tianshu, M., Yuanchao, B., Sijia, L., & Zhaoqiang, Y. (2020). 
Improvement of regional environmental quality: Government environmental 

governance and public participation. Science of the total environment, 717, 

137265.  

Motilewa, B. D., Worlu, R. E., Moses, C. L., Adeniji, C. G., Agboola, G. M., & 
Oyeyemi, A. I. (2018). Survey data on employees’ perception of the impact of 

community development initiatives on the corporate image of oil and gas firms 

in Nigeria. Data in brief, 19, 1874-1879.  
Niaz, S. A., Hameed, W. U., Saleem, M., Bibi, S., Anwer, B., & Razzaq, S. (2020). 

Fourth Industrial Revolution: A Way Forward to Technological Revolution, 

Disruptive Innovation, and Their Effects on Employees Future of Work, Work-
Family Satisfaction, and Employee Well-Being in the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
(pp. 297-312): IGI Global. 

Patel, V., Burns, J. K., Dhingra, M., Tarver, L., Kohrt, B. A., & Lund, C. (2018). 

Income inequality and depression: a systematic review and meta‐analysis of 
the association and a scoping review of mechanisms. World Psychiatry, 17(1), 
76-89.  

Phukamchanoad, P., & Girdwichai, L. (2019). Public participation of people in 

community development administration based on the sufficient economy 
philosophy at the sufficient economy model community of mae hong son 

province. e-Proceeding Zurich, 70-76.  

Picharchannarong, S. (2005). Linking tourism with One Tambon One Product 
(OTOP) for sustainable development: a case study in Chiang Mai and Chiang 
Rai. Paper presented at the Cultural tourism and poverty alleviation: the Asia-

Pacific perspective. World Tourism Organization Seminar Proceedings, Siem 

Reap, Cambodia, 8 June 2004 and Hue, Vietnam, 11-12 June, 2004. 
Polnyotee, M., & Leruksa, C. (2019). People’s Participation on Sustainable Cultural 

Tourism Management of Klong Yao Village, Banwhayn Subdistrict, Wapipatum 
District, Mahasarakham Province, Thailand. Paper presented at the CONGRESS 

PROCEEDINGS SERIES. 
Pranee, S., Boonying, J., & Suchookorn, P. (2020). COMMUNITY-BASED TOURISM 

MODEL OF OTOP VILLAGE CHAMPION (OVC) A CASE STUDY OF BAN NGAO 
COMMUNITY, RANONG PROVINCE. Paper presented at the INTERNATIONAL 

ACADEMIC MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH CONFERENCE IN 
SWITZERLAND 2020. 

Van Laerhoven, H., van der Zaag‐Loonen, H. J., & Derkx, B. H. (2004). A 
comparison of Likert scale and visual analogue scales as response options in 

children's questionnaires. Acta paediatrica, 93(6), 830-835.  
Wattanametha, P., Wongkamhaengharn, K., Nitmee, S., Saepu, S., & Ariyakuare, 

K. (2018). The Development of the capability of Napo’s Community Enterprise 

In Marketing and Management for Product Development of One Tambon One 
Product (OTOP) to international (AEC) Under the research plan Innovative 

development of the patterns of textile product (OTOP) from Napo Buriram silk 

fabric using cultural industry to the global (AEC).  



         166 

Wongkaluang, P., & Srisorn, W. (2021). CREATING OPPORTUNITIES AND 

SOCIAL EQUALITY OF THE ELDERLY OF KHAOSAMYOD MUNICIPALITY 
MUEANGLOPBURI DISTRICT LOPBURI PROVINCE. Journal of Legal Entity 
Management and Local Innovation, 7(2), 97-108.  

Wongsawat, Y., & Deebhijarn, S. (2019). A structural equation modeling on 

factors related to foreign tourists’ destination satisfaction and destination 
loyalty: The case of Lanna cultural tourism in Thailand. Asia-Pacific Social 
Science Review, 19(1), 169-177.  

Yao, X., He, J., & Bao, C. (2020). Public participation modes in China's 
environmental impact assessment process: An analytical framework based on 

participation extent and conflict level. Environmental Impact Assessment 
Review, 84, 106400.  

Yiengprugsawan, V., Kelly, M., Seubsman, S.-a., & Sleigh, A. C. (2010). The first 
10 years of the Universal Coverage Scheme in Thailand: review of its impact on 

health inequalities and lessons learnt for middle-income countries. 

Australasian Epidemiologist/Australasian Epidemiological Association, 17(3), 
24.  

 

  


